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A Library Boys’ Club; An Experiment. 

sY MISS FANNY DUREN, LIBRARIAN, WA- 
TERLOO (IA.) PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


It was only an experiment, yet a nar- 
ration of the facts leading up to and 
resulting from this experiment may 
prove suggestive to other library workers 
who are seeking’ to solve the problem 
tonfronting us all,—how best can we 
ally our boys and our girls with the 
library? The organization of the club 
was a proof of the old adage, **Neces- 
‘sity is the mother of invention,’’ for the 
dub was not organized for the sake of 

a club; it was consciously (in 
the mind of the librarian) a possible 
means toward better order in the library, 
more personal relation between the 
devotee of Henty and Alger, and the 
librarian. 


: To aid in the establishment and develop- 


library and all kinds of ‘‘fun.”’ 


As is usual in the small town when 
the excitement of the foot-ball season 
had abated, the holidays were passed 
and the regular monotony of the winter 
months set in, the busy time at the li- 
brary began. The club women flocked 
thither for material for their papers; 
one book a week no longer satisfied the 
fiction reader; high school pupils de- 
veloped a remarkable enthusiasm for 
reference work, and the small boy— 
well, it was cold outside and he knew 
there were tip-top Indian stories at the 
The 
one librarian was distracted as to how 
best to divide her attentions, for while 
she was busy at the desk there were con- 
stant calls for help in reference work 
and it was practically impossible for 
that small boy who had been reasonably 
quiet in school all day long, to sit quietly 
in the children’s room with no restrain- 
ing influence other than his own rather 
undeveloped sense of the rights of 
others. There was the unwritten law 
that noise or moving about the library 
which disturbed other readers would 
result in the expulsion of the disturbing 
element. Two little fellows caught in 
a hand to hand fight in the children’s 
room were promptly but quietly sent 
home; the ringleader of the crowd of 
twelve-year-old boys, the newsboy who 
nightly came to the library for a lark 
when his route was traversed, was re- 
tired without discussion after one or 
two successful attempts at instigating 
a giggling match at the magazine table. 
This method was effectual in preserving 
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quiet in the library but of what value 
was quiet if gained by driving the boys 
out into the street? Order and quiet 
there must be in the library but not at 
the price of banishing the boys. How 
could they be led to appreciate their 
rights as citizens but to respect also the 
rights of others; to realize that the li- 
brary was their very own but that it was 
also the property of every other citizen 
of the town? At this point was con- 
ceived the idea of the Young Citizens’ 
Club. 

Souvenir library post cards were sent 
to every boy between the ages of ten and 
fifteen whose name was on the library 
register. These cards bore the simple 
statement, ‘‘ We are going to have a Li- 
brary Boys’ Club. Come to the library 
Saturday morning at half past ten and 
hear more about it.’’ The idea that we 
were really to have a club seemed to be 
the drawing card and each boy seemed 
fearful lest he be left out. Questions 
poured in at the loan desk as to ‘‘ What 
kind of a club is it going to be any 
way?’’ ‘*Who’s to be in it?’’ ‘‘Can’t 
Charlie belong? he didn’t get no card.’’ 
By ten o’clock on Saturday morning 
boys could be seen coming to the library 
from all directions and soon over forty 
eager, expectant faces were gathered 
about the desk. The announcement was 
made that on Saturday ‘mornings the 
library belonged to the library boys; 
they might talk and laugh and go about 
at will, a freedom which was gladly ac- 
cepted and never abused. I should men- 
tion here that the library was not open 
to the public until the afternoon. ' 

Promptly at ten-thirty there was a 
general stampede to the assembly room 
below. The meeting was called to order 
by the librarian, who, in a few words, 
presented the matter of organizing a 
Library Boys’ Club for boys between 
the ages of ten and fifteen who were 
registered as regular library borrowers. 
The name suggested was the Young Cit- 
izens’ Club and its purpose, to fit its 
members for citizenship by giving them 
drill in parliamentary practice and in 
learning to pull together. The regular 
weekly meeting to be devoted to pro- 
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4 
grams including papers, discussions, 
temporaneous work and debate. <A fyi 
discussion followed resulting in the an 
pointment of a committee to draw up 7 
constitution and by-laws. The meeting 
adjourned to meet one week later, wh 4 
the club was organized and a constitntj 
adopted providing for a President, Vigg. 
President, Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms 
Reporter, Referee, and Council. 
Council consisted of the er eha 
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Librarian and three members chosen by 
the club. At a third meeting o é 
were elected, the newsboy being chosey 
President and the minister’s son Sen 
geant-at-Arms. . ¢ 
For two months following meeti 

were held in the library every Satu 
morning. Programs were prepared op 
various subjects, the first one being de 
voted to the Indian. Response to the 
roll call was the name of some Indiay 
tribe, a paper was read on General Arm 
strong, and the debate was a fierce eon 
test on the subject, ‘‘Resolved: That 
the only good Indian is a dead 
Indian.’’ The affirmative won. Other 
subjects were, ‘‘Animals of TFardig 
County;’’ ‘‘Athleties;’’ ‘‘What I am 
Going to Be When I Grow Up;’’ andg 
program on ‘‘Citizenship’’ was particy 
larly good, the response being some 
quality of good citizenship; the paper, 
lives of persons who have proved them 
selves good citizens. A special bulletin 
board for the Club was given space ia 
the Children’s room and there p 
notices, newspapers, reports, lists af 
references and other items of interest to 
the Club were posted. Shelving was 
provided near the bulletin board wher 
books dealing with the subject of the 
posted programs were placed and many 
were the calls upon the librarian & 
**Please help me find a response,’”’ @ 
**Can you tell me where to find some 
more points for our side of the debate?” 
Some valuable lessons in self-contrdl 
were learned by these youthful debaters 
who found it a severe test to be obliged 
to respond to their opponents in a cour 
teous and gentlemanly manner. It wa 
a rule of the Club that tardiness or dit 
orderly conduct should be repri 
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the President and severe indeed were 
some of the punishments inflicted. 


Newspaper work was the cherished am- 
pition of the boy chosen as club reporter 
and here was an excellent field for prac- 


tice. The reports were carefully criti- 
eised by the librarian before being pub- 
lished in the local papers where they 
were eagerly read by the proud mem- 
bers of the Club. The newsboy Presi- 
dent had some severe tests as a disci- 
linarian but some which will have 
proved his fibre shall he some day fill 
an office of his municipality or state. 
One morning after an unusually heated 
debate the applause was continued in 
regular time Clap, clap, clap; clap, 
clap, clap; and some minutes elapsed 
before the President pounding the table 
with his gavel was able to restore order. 
After the meeting he came to the 
Librarian with the words ‘‘I just did’ent 
know whet I was going to do with them 
kids;’’ and the librarian was forcibly 
reminded of various times when she had 
wondered just what she would do with 
the newsboy a few months previous, but 
now she drew a sigh of relicf when he 
came in on a busy night and quietly 


_took a seat at one of the tables for she 


knew that where the Young Citizens’ 
President was, there would be order and 
quiet. 

And here ends the first chapter of 
the experiment for with the warm spring 
days and the allurements of baseball, 
fishing and out-door life, it was voted to 
adjourn the Club meetings until fall. 

It is a worn-out saying that this is an 
age of clubs; their number is legion but 
still they have their place for there is 
both pleasure and profit in the banding 
together of people who have the same 
interests; and why should there not be 
elubs for the boys and the girls who ‘‘be- 
long to the library,’’ as the children so 
often phrase it? But let us guard 
against that fate which has befallen all 
too many clubs when the novelty has 
worn off, interest begun to lag and the 
real good to be attained failed to war- 
rant the expenditure of time and labor 
necessary to maintain the organization. 
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Mr. Alvin F. Sanborn, former resident 
in the South End House, Boston, says 
‘‘there are hundreds of boys’ clubs in 
Boston but not more than half a dozen 
of them are a real success and these half 
dozen are the result of years’ of thought- 
ful, earnest, tactful influence of the 
Same men and women over the same 
boys. Properly handled the ‘‘gang’’ 
conscience of the boy may become the 
civie conscience of the man. It is of but 
little account that boys are ‘‘kept off 
the street’’ if their doings within dours 
are worse than their doings without 
doors. Boys’ clubs are not per se a good 
thing. It were even better, perhaps, to 
leave the boys to the natural impulses of 
their, by no means altogether vicious 
street life, unless somehow—by force of 
rigid discipline, persuasion or affection, 
it matters not how—they are trained in 
the essential qualities of right living.’’ 

Let the librarian who is proposing to 
establish a boys’ or a girls’ club con- 
sider carefully if there be a legitimate 
need for such an organization. There 
is unquestionably a field for library 
clubs for the boys and girls who miss 
in their homes the influences of culture 
and refinement. Here the librarian or 
volunteer club leader has an opportunity 
to know and help the boys and girls in 
a way apart from librarian or teacher. 
But many are the demands upon the 
children and we must be cautious lest 
our zeal for them draw them away from 
the home or cause them to neglect their 
schol work. The librarian must count 
the cost not only for the children but 
for herself for much time and thought 
will be required and her enthusiasm for 
the club must not lead her to neglect 
the regular library work. Fortunate 
indeed the librarian who can enlist 
the services of some young man or wo- 
man who will devote time regularly to 
such work. Let us as librarians of pub- 
lic libraries never allow ourselves to be 
led away from the fact that the library 
stands for books and that no work, how- 
ever alluring, can be justified which does 
not consciously, persistently seek to 
provide the ‘‘best reading for the great- 
est number at the least cost.’’ 





Miss Lyman in Iowa. 


Those who heard Miss Lyman at the 
Summer Library School at Iowa City 
last summer or at the Ottumwa meeting 
of the Iowa Library Association last 
October, on the ‘‘ Art of story telling,’’ 
_ were enthusiastic over her work and 
eonsequently she has been much in de- 
mand in various towns in Iowa this 
winter. At Davenport she opened the 
new children’s room; at Cedar Rapids 
the teachers and the Public Library 
united in securing her for a series of 
lectures for adults and stories for the 
children and at Marion she spoke in 
the Public Library. The club women 
of Marshalltown secured her for a se- 
ries of talks and stories in the Public 
Library there and the same was true of 
Waterloo. At Mason City she gave one 
lecture and story hour in the Public 
Library. Her lectures give suggestion 
and help in directing children’s reading, 
some of her subjects being: Purpose 
of the story hour, Classification of 
stories, Use of the Bible story, How 
to tell the story. Many of these are 
illustrated by stories which are of as 
absorbing interest to adults as the 
‘*story hour’’ is to the children. Some 
of the librarians in the towns she has 
visited report a noticeable improvement 
in the reading of the children. In ad- 
dition to the real benefit derived from 
Miss Lyman’s lectures is the charm of 
her presentation of her subjects and 
of her stories. She may be addressed: 
Miss Edna Lyman, 405 North Oak Park 
Ave., Oak Park, IIl. 

Miss Lyman is to be one of the speak- 
ers on the program of the Iowa Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs which meets at 
Oskaloosa May 15-17. 


Iowa libraries were represented on 
the program of the Wisconsin Library 
Association at LaCrosse, February 21- 
22, by Miss Carey, Supervising Libra- 
rian of Iowa State Institutions, who 
spoke on ‘‘Libraries in State Iinstitu- 
tions,’’ and by Miss Wood, librarian of 
the Cedar Rapids Public Library, who 
spoke on ‘‘Some Impressions of foreign 
libraries. ’’ 
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lowa Library Assoeiation. 
OFFICERS, 


Miss Ella M. MecLoney, Des Moines, 

Pre 

Mr. J. T. Hackworth, Ottumwa, a 
Vice-Presi 

Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Boone, ceo 

Miss Kate E. Thompson, Nevada, 

Treasurer, 


The Executive Board of the I. L. 4 
met in the Des Moines Public Library 
January 19, 1907. The matter of dig 
trict meetings had been referred by the 


committee at the Ottumwa meeting 


the Executive Board with the request 
that plans be made for carrying out the 
suggestions regarding inaugura 
these meetings; hence the matter wag 
thoroughly discussed and it was decided’ 
that the experiment be tried of divi 

the state into four districts; it wag 
recommended that spring meetings be 
held if possible, except in the southwest 
district, which includes the place of the 
next State meeting. The districts aj 
as follows: North-West District, Mr 
R. A. Oberholtzer, Sioux City, chair 
man; North-East District, Miss Fanny 
Duren, Waterloo, chairman ; South- 


West District, Mrs. M. E. Dailey, Coun- 


cil Bluffs, chairman ; South-East Dis 
trict, Miss E. Wheelock, Grinnell, chair: 
man. 

The eighteenth annual meeting of the 
Iowa Library Association will be held 
at Council Bluffs in October, and as the 
Nebraska Library Association will meet 
at the same time in Omaha, plans are 
under way for several joint sessions. 
It is hoped that the meetings may take 
on something of the character of a mid 
dle-west library conference, with repre 
sentatives from the neighboring States 
of Missouri, Kansas and South Dakota 


as well as Nebraska and Iowa. A strong 
program is being prepared, and speak- 


ers of national reputation will be se 
cured. 
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American 


jowa Summer Library School, 1907. 


The Iowa Library Commission an- 
pounces the seventh annual session of 
the Summer School for Library Train- 
ing, to be held at the State University of 
fowa, June 17 to July 27, 1907. Mal- 
eolm G. Wyer, librarian of the Univer- 

of Iowa, is resident director and 

ill give the courses in reference work 
andbibliography ; Miss Harriet E. Howe, 
the head cataloger at the University 
library, will give the instruction in cat- 
aloging and related subjects; and Miss 
[rene Warren, in classification. A spe- 
gal course in library work for children 
will be given during the last two weeks 
of the session by Miss Lyman, formerly, 
children’s librarian of the Oak Park 
(Ill.) Public Library. There will be a 
e@urse for teachers who are in attend- 
ance in other departments of the sum- 
mer session, on the care and use of li- 
praries from the teachers’ standpoint, to 
be given by Miss Warren, whose work 
as librarian of the School of Education, 
University of Chicago, particularly qual- 
ifes her to give such instruction. A 
commodious house has been secured for 
of the library 
school students and instructors, this 
plan having proved satisfactory in pro- 
viding room and board and at the same 
time insuring a ‘‘home atmosphere.’’ 
Further information regarding the Sum- 
inert Library School may be had on ap- 
plication to the Director, Alice §S. 
Tyler, secretary, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines. 


Printed Library Reports. 
The importance of printed library re- 
as a means of giving legitimate 
publicity to the public library, is a point 
that should be carefully considered by 
trustees, when the question of whether 
the library can afford the expense of 
issuing these reports is being considered. 
Recently a request came to the secre- 
tary of the Iowa Library Commission 
from Mr. T. Sano, chief librarian of the 
Public Library, ‘Yamaguchi, Japan, for 
the ‘‘latest reports of some typical 
libraries, both large and 


small, in the State of Iowa,’’ and upon 
investigation it was found that but ten 
Iowa public libraries have issued print- 
ed reports in pamphlet form within the 
last few years and of these four do not 
print every year. Certainly it pays a li- 
brary with an annual income of $3,000 
or more to let their patrons as well as 
other libraries know, by means of these 
reports, what is being accomplished by 
the library, thus affording opportunities 
for comparison of work and suggesting 
new and better methods of service. 

The printed reports of Iowa libraries 
for the year 1906 in the following cities 
have reached the Commission office: 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids, Clinton, 
Davenport, Dubuque, Marshalltown, 
Ottumwa and Sioux City. In each of 
these there is manifest the earnest en- 
deavor of trustees and librarians to make 
the library more useful and the growth 
in volumes and circulation is most grati- 
fying. If these reports are not in your 
library, send for them and read them. 
They are well worth while and present 
an attractive appearance in paper, type 
and form. 


A. L. A. Meeting, 1907. 


The twenty-ninth annual meeting of 
the American Library Association will 
be held in Asheville, N. C., May 23-29, 
1907. 

The central topic of the general pro- 
gram will be the ‘‘Use of books,’’ and 
in carrying out the details for the differ- 
ent sessions, the program committee have 
provided for representatives on the gen- 
eral program from the different sections 
and affiliated societies. One session will 
be devoted to the library development of 
the South and one to the consideration 
of the public document question, and 
among the speakers will be the Public 
Printer and the Superintendent of Doc- 
uments. 

The League of Library Commissions, 
one of the affiliated national organiza- 
tions, will hold its fourth annual meeét- 
ing at Asheville at this time and topics 
relating to the various activities of state 
library commissions will be discussed. 
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It is hoped that reasonable railway 
rates may be secured and a Western par- 
ty will travel from Chicago: Any lowa 
librarians who plan to go should write 
at once to the Western member of the 
Travel Committee, Mr. Charles H. 
Brown, John Crerar Library, Chicago, 

The headquarters hotel at Asheville 
will be the Battery Park Hotel. Ac- 
commodations may be had at less ex- 
pensive hotels and boarding houses. The 
Committee should be notified of your in- 
tention to attend so that rooms may be 
assigned. Write to Mr. E. C. Hovey, 
34 Newbury St., Boston, regarding 
room and board. 


A Valuable “Indian” Book. 


Every library in the state that is 
attempting a collection of books on the 
history of Iowa and the Mississippi Val- 
ley should have ‘‘The Black Hawk 
War,’’ by F. E. Stevens. For over 
thirty years material was being collected 
and original sources drawn upon for the 
facts contained in this book and thor- 
ough care characterized its preparation. 
It was first published at $5.50, the orig- 
inal research in its preparation and the 
inclusion of three hundred rare illustra- 
tions and portraits making this price 
necessary for the first printing. The 
author is now bringing out a new edition 
which he offers to public libraries and 
schools at $3.00 delivered. This will 
make it possible for every public library 
in Iowa to own this book, but in order to 
secure it at this price it should be or- 
dered directly from the author; he 
makes the further offer that the book 
will be sent on approval and if not de- 
sired may be returned at his expense. 
Addres orders to Mr. Frank E. Stevens, 
Sycamore, IIl. 


Book Lists for Libraries. 


The Independent has started a new 
department in its columns, to contain 
brief bibliographies of current topics. 
These lists are printed in the advertis- 
ing pages so they can be cut out with- 
out injuring the file of the periodical. 


The Independent states: ‘‘Our book 


134 


lists will not be neutral and comple 
but critical and selective. We sx 
eliminate trashy and pretensious vol 
umes as far as possible, but shall try” 
to include all those that are of inte ; 
for some reason and to explain in 9 
brief note what that reason is. In ¢ 
preparation of these lists we shall hayg 
the assistance of well known libraria ’ 
and of specialists in various departmenty 
of research.’’ Sample lists have bead 
sent out on Jamaica and earthqua 
Socialism, Esperanto and The new pure 
food law. The Independent is a y 
able weekly for any library and 

lists will make it of additional use "y 
librarians. 


“‘The art of solitude, if the expres 
sion is allowable, appears to be in some 
danger of becoming a lost art in theg 
crowded hours of glorious life. The 
means of intercommunication are super 
abundant, and we run the risk of forget 
ting Sir Thomas Browne’s wholesome 
advice. ‘Be able to be alone,’ he coum 
sels the reader, in his ‘Christian Morals,’ 
‘Lose not the advantage of solitude and’ 
the society of thyself; nor be only com 
tent, but delight to be alone and single 
with Omnipresency. He who is thu 
prepared, the day is not uneasy, nor the 
night black unto him. Darkness may 
bound his eyes, not his imagination’ 
As if with these last words of Browne's 
in his mind, Lowell says in his essay on 
Dryden: ‘Solitude is as needful to the 
imagination as society is wholesome for 
the character.’ ‘Here again, as so often,’ 
writes Emerson, ‘Nature delights to put 
us between extreme antagonisms, and 
our safety is in the skill with which we 
keep the diagonal line. Solitude is im 
practicable and society fatal. We must 
keep our head in the one, and our hands 
in the other. The conditions are met if we 
keep our independence, yet do not lose 
our sympathy. These wonderful horse 
need to be driven by fine hands.’ ’’— 
Dial. 
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Great interest has been shown in the 
traveling picture collection, ‘‘Master- 

jeces in Art,’’ which has been traveling 
constantly all winter. It has visited the 
following places since the I. L. A. meet- 
ing at Ottumwa: Atlantic, Grinnell, 
Marshalltown, Tipton, Iowa City, Ma- 
rengo, Pella-Central College, Newton. 

Except in Marshalltown, where the 
exhibit was used by the Spinning Wheel 
Chapter D. A. R., the exhibits have 
been held in the libraries and the li- 
prarians report great interest mani- 
fested. At Iowa City over 800 people 
yisited the exhibit, the members of the 
Art Circle being present to offer ex- 
planations and answer inquiries. 

Miss Hamilton, librarian at Marengo, 
reports the use of the exhibit there by 
Mr. C. H. Carson, superintendent of 
schools, who had each class, from high 
school to grades, visit the exhibit sep- 
arately. The lower grades were accom- 
panied by the teachers, who helped to 
explain the pictures. The eleventh 
grade classes were required to write 
theses on certain pictures and the super- 
themes on certain pictures and the su- 
perintendent was well pleased with the 
interest manifested by the children and 
the excellence of the themes. The Ingle- 
side Club, especially the division study- 
ing art, greatly enjoyed both the pic- 
tures and the books. 





The librarian of the Traveling Libra- 
ry, Miss Margaret W. Brown, will be 
absent from Commission headquarters 
during the spring and summer on a va- 
cation trip in Europe. Those who have 
personal knowledge of her enthusiastic 
and painstaking work in the develop- 
ment of the Traveling Library and other 
activities of the Library Commission for 
the past six years, will realize the value 
and pleasure the trip will be to her. 


‘During her absence Miss Mann, who has 


been organizing for the Commission, will 
have charge of the Traveling Library 
work. 
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Library Lectures. 


The secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission was selected by the Illinois 
Library School Association to give the 
Alumnae lectures to the school this year, 
and therefore February 4-8 was spent 
at the Library School of the University 
of Illinois, where the following lectures 
on ‘‘The Problems of the Small Libra- 
ry’’ were given: 


1. What constitutes a small library? 
Its limitations, its problems and its ad- 
vantages. 

2. Organization and re-organization. 
Simplifying the records. 

3. Library housekeeping; 
building and equipment. 

4. The trustees and the library bud- 
get. 

5. Hours and the time schedule. 


An additional lecture on ‘‘Library 
extension through library commis- 
sions’’. and ‘‘The League of Library 
Commissions’’ was also given. 

The following week, February 11-15, 
the same lectures were given to the Li- 
brary School of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, Cleveland, Ohio, the secretary 
being one of the regular staff lecturers 
at this school. 

The opportunity which these lectures 
afforded of seeing the splendid work 
being done in these two schools was 
fully appreciated by the secretary. 


care of 






‘*What’s in the Magazines’’ is the 
title of a guide and index to the contents 
of the current periodicals issued by The 
Dial Co., Chicago, at 50c per year. 
Every public library, no matter how 
small, should subscribe for this in order 
to make the few magazines in the library 
of greater service, while the larger li- 
braries find it useful because of its ear- 
lier issue, in addition to the indispensa- 
ble ‘‘Readers’ Guide to Periodical Lit- 
erature.’’ Send for sample copy to The 
Dial Co., Fine Arts Building, Chicago. 











| Library News of the State. 





Burlington — The children’s story 
hours on Saturday afternoons have 
proved very successful, there being a 
large attendance of children each time 
who have listened with intense interest 


to the stories told by Mrs. Ar: M. An- - 


trobus, one of the library trustees. Miss 
Elizabeth Lilly is in charge of the chil- 
dren’s room. 

The Burlington Library has in the 
Potter Memorial collection of books re- 
lating to railroads, engineering and kin- 
dred subjects one of the largest and 
most valuable collections of its kind in 
this part of the country. Last fall an 
annotated list of these books was pre- 
pared by Miss Lucretia D. Clapp, assist- 
ant librarian, and printed by the li- 
brary in pamphlet form. 

Cedar Rapids — ‘‘A simple service 
was held Saturday afternoon, February 
2, in the main room of the Publie Li- 
brary which was of general interest, 
when the beautiful stained glass win- 
dow, a memorial to Mrs. C. D. Van 
Vechten, was formally presented to the 
Library. The window had been placed 
the day before and the service was for 
its formal offering and acceptance. 

_The presentation was made by Miss 
Elizabeth Cock on behalf of the friends 
whose gift it is. Miss Cock spoke briefly 
but eloquently of the life, character and 
work of Mrs. Van Vechten, and gave 
the window to the Library and its 
friends, from the friends of Mrs. Van 
Vechten to whose labor the Cedar Rap- 
ids Library owes its beginning. Mr. F. 
F. Dawley, President of the Library 
Board, made a suitable response, accept- 
ing the gift in the name of the Library 
and the public. 


The friends present lingered to ad- 
mire the window. It is the middle one 
of seven windows at the back of the cen- 
tral part of the Library and is directly 
opposite the main entrance. It is an out 
of door scene, with a bed of lilies in the 
foreground and the deep blue of the sky 
in the background. The only inscrip- 


tion is the name, ‘Ada A. Van Vechteg? 
The design is one that grows upon the 
liking of the beholder and the coloring” 
blends harmoniously with the surround. 
ings. The window came from the 
brated house of Lamb & Lamb, Ney 
York City.’’—(Cedar Rapids Republi. 
can.) a 

Clarion — An offer of $10,000.00 for 
a Library building has been made t 
Clarion by Mr. Morgan Everts of 
Angeles, Cal., formerly a resident of 
Clarion.. At a special election held 
March 9th, the citizens voted favorably 
on the question of establishing and maip. 
taining such a library, and the gift hag 
been accepted ; about $4,500.00 has been 
raised by subscription for the purchase — 
of a lot and for a book fund. 

Dubuque — Miss Bessie Sargeant 
Smith, Librarian of the Carnegie-Stout 
Public Library, has resigned as 
brarian and will leave for her new 
tion in Utica, N. Y., April 15th. Her go — 
ing takes from the state one of our most 
competent and successful librarians who 
will be greatly missed by her 
friends in Dubuque and throughout the 
entire state ; she was a member of the Ii 
brary Committee of the Iowa Federation 
of Women’s Clubs and a_ valued 
member of the State Library Association 
and in both of these organizations her 
absence will be keenly felt. Miss Smith 
eame to Dubuque July 1, 1902, and will 
therefore have almost completed five 
years in that library. She organized it 
as a free public library, the books of 
the Young Men’s Library Association 
having been turned over to the city at 
the time of the acceptance of Mr. Car 
negie’s gift of a building; and has car 
ried the library through the period of 
removal and occupancy of the handsome 
new building and the more trying period 
of organization. From year to year the 
reports have shown increasing efficiency, 
that for 1906 showing 28,280 volumes 
and a circulation of 97,985 volumes. The 
Board of Library Trustees part with 
Miss Smith with reluctance and with 
high appreciation of her ability. 

Miss Lillian Arnold has been selected 
by the Board as Miss Smith’s successor. 
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Miss Arnold is a graduate of the IIli- 
nois Library School, has been librarian 
of the Publie Library of Michigan City, 
Indiana; and for the past two years has 
been associated with the work of the In- 
diana Library Commission. She is 
known to many Iowans because of a 


‘prief engagement of a few months in the 


Marshalltown Library in 1902. Miss 
Arnold will receive a hearty welcome 
from the library workers of the state. 

Eldon — At a special election Decem- 

ber 17th, the question of establishing 
and maintaining a public library by mu- 
nicipal tax was voted upon favorably 
at Eldon. There had been a movement 
already inaugurated by the women to 
make a library beginning, hence it was 
possible to-open.the library on New 
Year’s day with about 500 volumes. Miss 
Jessie Alford has been elected librarian 
and the Trustees appointed by the Mayor 
under the provisions of the state law 
are: Miss Blanche Norton, President; 
Mrs. C. E. Abbott, Secretary; Mrs. E. E. 
Hillis, Mrs. J. O. Hunnell, Mrs. J. E. 
Varmen, Mrs. W. O. Bagley, Mrs. W. I. 
Wilson, Mrs. H. C. Voss and Mrs. Elmer 
Finney. 
' Fort Madison — The work of classify- 
ing and cataloging the Cattermole Me- 
morial Library, begun last fall by Miss 
Florence Espy, is nearing completion. 
The Library Board expects to install a 
new heating plant in the spring and 
make some changes in the arrangement 
of the main floor in order to provide for 
a children’s room and for public access 
to the shelves of the book room. Miss 
Jennie Ingalls, the librarian, has had 
a protracted leave of absence on account 
of ill health and Miss Rebecca Hesser is 
acting librarian. 

Glenwood — The Carnegie building 
for the Glenwood Free Publie Library 
was dedicated with appropriate exercises 
Tuesday evening, February 5, 1907. The 
building is centrally located and is con- 
structed of buff pressed brick trimmed 
with gray stone; the basement is of dark 
vitrified brick. The interior arrangement 
provides for the usual reading room, 
thildren’s room and book room on the 
main floor, while a club or small assem- 


bly room, furnace room, etc., are pro- 
vided for in the basement. Mr. Carnegie 
gave $7,000.00 for the erection of 
the building and about $200.00 was pro- 
vided for locally for its completion. 

The Woman’s Club of Glenwood has 
maintained a library for many years and 
now turns over to the city nearly 1,500 
volumes. To their untiring efforts is 
due the favorable outcome of the library 
project in Glenwood. 

The dedicatory program was as fol- 
lows: 

Prayer by Rev. L. D. Brainerd. 

History of Women’s Club Library and 
presentation of their books to the city, 
by Mrs. W. F. Hill, president of the 
Club. 

Acceptance by Mayor Plimpton. 

Address by Hon. John Y. Stone. 

Dedicatory address by Judge W. R. 
Green. 

The Library Trustees are: Mrs. J. L. 
Belatti, President ; Mrs. W. F. Hill, Sec- 
retary ; Mrs. E. 8. Bogart, H. A.-French, 
H. 8. Fleming, Dr. J. M. Donelan, J. E. 
Wickham, C. T. Genung,.O. H. March. 
The Building Committee consisted of 
Dr. J. M. Donelan, Chairman; H. 8. 
Fleming and C. T. Genung. 


Grinnell — Miss Whellock, librarian 
of the Grinnell Public Library, has 
adopted a practical plan of calling the 
attention of Sunday School workers to 
helpful books in the Public Library by 
means of a brief list published in a re- 
cent weekly number of the church bulle- 
tin of the Congregational Church there. 


Hampton — The Library Club of 
Hampton has presented the library 
there with a handsome twenty-foot flag; 
this same club has also contributed a 
fund of over $60.00 to be invested in 
books for the library. 


Humboldt — At a special election held 
January 28th an overwhelming majority 
expressed by the ballot their desire for a 
free public library, supported by mu- 
nicipal tax. This enables the city to ac- 
cept the Carnegie offer of $10,000 for a 
library building and active steps will at 
once be taken to erect the building, a de- 
sirable site being already owned by the 
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city. An energetic campaign for the 


library was carried on before the election 


by an enthusiastic group of people head- 
ed by G. S. Garfield, Wm. J. Taft, A. 
D. Bicknell, Rev. A. G. Bennett, Mrs. 
Passig and others, culminating in a 
large mass-meeting at the Opera House 
on the evening of January 22d. Previous 
to receiving the Carnegie offer a Library 
Association had been formed and a num- 
ber of books donated so that it will be 
possible to open the library in rented 
rooms soon. 

The following Board of Trustees has 
been appointed by the Mayor: Clarence 
C. Messer, President ; Miss Edith Prouty, 
Secretary ; Miss Minnie A. Avery, T. W. 
Rogers, T. G. White, E. G. Brown, F. C. 
Lovrien, Dr. T. G. Ferreby, Lawrence 
Winne. 

Iowa Falls — The Public Library at 
Iowa Falls has suffered pthe loss this 
winter of two earnest suporters of that 
institution. 

Mrs. J. L. Farrington, wife of the 
President of the Library Board, who 
passed away February 15th, always man- 
ifested the keenest interest in the library 
and was a member of the book commit- 
tee from the organization of the library 
to the time of her death. She was a wo- 
man of cultured and refined tastes, with 
a love for study; she graduated from 
the Chautauqua course a few years ago, 
after her three children had been reared. 
In her home and among her friends her 
personal charm and sympathy made her 
indeed the center of that inner circle 
where her going is most keenly felt. 

Hon. E. 8S. Ellsworth, whose death 
occurred February 16th, was well known 
throughout Iowa and contributed a large 
amount toward the erection of the Iowa 
Falls Library building in conjunction 
with the Carnegie gift. His wife is a 
valued member of the Iowa Falls Li- 
brary Board. He left a beautiful oil 
painting to the library which he pur- 
chased in Germany a few years ago. 

Mrs. Lewis E. Jones, a member of the 
Iowa Falls Library Board, now in Cali- 
fornia, has sent to the children’s room 
a fine collection of Indian curios, consist- 
ing of pottery, bows and arrows and 
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blankets, also some pre-historic pottery .. 


from the Arizona cliff dwellers. 


Lamoni — In January the church of © 
the Latter Day Saints suffered great — 
loss in the burning of the buildings of ~ 
the church headquarters, including the © 
Church Library, containing many rare — 


books. 

The Saints’ Herald says: ‘‘The 
Ckurch Library, containing many rare 
and valuable books, was destroyed. Many 
of these can never be replaced. Bro. 
Heman’ Hale Smith, Church Librarian, 
succeeded in rescuing a few vol 
numbering with those loaned out about 
fifty volumes.’’ 

Laurens — An offer of a library 
building to cost $2,500.00 has been made 
to Laurens, and the gift has been ae. 
cepted as the town already maintained a 
library by municipal tax which provides 
sufficient maintenance. This is the only 
free public library in Pocahontas 
County, and the women of Laurens de 
serve much praise for the faithful labors 
given to this enterprise in past years 
which has resulted in a thriving little 
library which will soon have a home of. 
its own. 

Marshalltown — The Woman’s Club 
of Marshalltown celebrated Library 
Founders’ day at their meeting Jan 
30th. Mrs. D. W. Norris of Grinn 
spoke on ‘‘Books for the Blind,’’ Mrs, 
Henry J. Howe of Marshalltown spoke 
on ‘‘Iowa authors,’’ and Miss Alice §, 
Tyler of Des Moines spoke on ‘‘State 
extension and supervision of libra 
ries.’’ The club women of Marshalltown 
have been staunch supporters of the 
library movement there from its very 
inception. 

Mason City — Miss Edna Lyman was 
with the Mason City Library in January, 


giving a story hour for the children, and — 


later a talk to mothers and teachers on 
the value and importance of good read- 
ing. In spite of the stormy day and icy 


walks the room was well filled and much . 


appreciation was expressed for the mes- 
sage brought by Miss Lyman. 

The Traveling Art Gallery sent out by 
the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, was hung in the Art room of the 
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library for a week, and the people 
showed their appreciation by the large 
attendance. 

Books are being distributed through 
the schools this winter, a case containing 
over 200 books having been placed in the 
schoolhouse farthest removed from the 
main library. One of the library assist- 
ants is in attendance two afternoons of 
each week for the loaning of books. 

Newton — The President of the Li- 
brary Board, W. O. McElroy, in a con- 
cise statement printed in the local papers 
in January set forth the aims and needs 
of the Newton library in a manner that 
will undoubtedly arouse new interest in 
that institution. 

The traveling picture collection sent 
out by the Library Commission has re- 
eently been exhibited in that library. 

Osceola — At the regular spring elec- 
tion March 25th, the people of Osceola 
voted favorably on the question ‘‘Shall a 
Free Public Library be established ?’’ 
This was preceded by an offer of a $10,- 
000 library building from Mr. Carnegie, 
which can now be accepted on the basis 
of the annual income derived from the 
tax. It is indeed gratifying to add Os- 
eola to the list of county seat towns hav- 
ing free public libraries, there having 
been no public library in Clarke county. 
The women of the Civics Association, of 
which Mrs. E. H. Wilson is acting presi- 
dent, were most active in the work for 
the library, although it was a citizens’ 
movement largely prompted by the cor- 
respondence begun by Mr. J. A. Buffum 
with Mr. Carnegie relative to securing a 
building. A mass-meeting was held at 
the Court House the evening of March 
21st presided over by Col. M. L. Temple 
and Miss Tyler spoke on the needs of a 
library for Osceola. 

Oskaloosa — The resignation of Miss 
Marjorie Graves as librarian took effect 
March 15th. Her administration of the 
work of the Oskaloosa Library has been 
so satisfactory in every way, both to the 
Board of Trustees and the public, that 
her resignation is accepted with sincere 
regret, softened only by the fact that 
she is to be a resident of Oskaloosa, as 
her marriage to Mr. Ralph D. Walton, 
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a business man of that city, takes place 
April 9th. 

Negotiations are under way for her 
successor, and meanwhile Miss Charlton 
of Clear Lake and Miss Agg, Miss 
Graves’ assistant, will have charge of the 
library. 

Red Oak — After a most active cam- 
paign for a library, which was given an 
impetus by Mr. Carnegie’s offer of 
$12,500 for a library building, the vote 
on the question at the regular spring 
election March 25th, resulted in a ma- 
jority of 572 votes for the library out of 
a total vote of 1,288. The women of the 
Monday Club made a house to house can- 
vass throughout the city leaving the 
pamphlet that had been prepared by the 
committee in each home visited and their 
active efforts doubtless had much to do 
with the favorable outcome. A mass- 
meeting was held at the Opera House 
the evening of March 19th, presided 
over by Justice H. E. Deemer of the 
Iowa Supreme Court, whose home is in 
Rd Oak. Miss Tyler, of the Library 
Commission, spoke and was followed by 
Jusice Deemer. 

The local committee did most effective 
work, especially in the preparation of an 
attractive pamphlet setting forth the 
value of a library for Red Oak and meet- 
ing objections. The committee consisted 
of Philo D. Clark, Chairman; J. M. 
Junkin, Rev. F. V. Hanson, Lee Nagle, 
H. E. Deemer, Mrs. C. A. Collard, E. J. 
Barklow. 

Tipton — Miss Elizabeth Forrest of 
Chicago, a graduate of the Illinois Li- 
brary School, has spent two months 
with the Tipton Public Library assist- 
ing the librarian, Mrs. Anna Shaw 
Yates, in making a dictionary card cata- 
log. The funds necessary for this work 
were provided by the Woman’s Club, 
which has always been a strong ally of 
the Library from the beginning. 

Mrs. Yates has been given an extended 
leave of absence begining April Ist for a 
trip to California, and during her ab- 
sence Mrs. Charlotte Bryant, formerly 
of the Corning Public Library, will 
serve as librarian. Mrs. Yates has 
given herself in most enthusiastic service 








to the V'ipton Library, making it in a 
few years one of the most useful and 
attractive of the small libraries of the 
state; she has richly earned a vacation. 

Villisca — A Library Association has 
been maintained in Villisca for a num- 
ber of years by a group of earnest wo- 
men and a collection of books has thus 
been accessible to the people consisting 
of almost 1,200 volumes. Being desirous 
of placing the library on a more perma- 
nent basis a proposition was secured 
from Mr. Carnegie offering to erect a 
$9,000.00 library building, hence it was 
necessary to submit the question of a 
library tax to the people. Mrs. W. S. 
Alger, Mrs. E. C. Gibbs and other mem- 
bers of the Library Association constitut- 
ing a committee of seventeen women, 
conducted an active campaign of library 
education through the local papers and 
otherwise and a mass-meeting was held 
March 20th which was addressed by Mrs. 
H. M. Towner, of Corning, one of the 
Library Commissioners, and Miss Tyler. 
At the regular election March 25th the 
vote resulted in favor of the library tax 
and steps will soon be taken to secure a 
lot and erect the building. The Library 
Association will turn over their books to 
the city. 

Washington — The Chilcote Public 
Library has been accessioned, classified 
and shelf-listed, a card loan system in- 
stalled and a card catalog begun this 
winter by the library organizer sent out 
by the Commission. The Fortnightly 
Club of Washington contributed the 
money to provide for supplies and other 
necesary expenses and has shown gen- 
uine interest in the growth and welfare 
of the library. 

Waterloo — A series of library talks 
have been given this winter in the Wa- 
terloo libraries on industrial subjects of 
especial interest to mechanics and busi- 
ness men. Mr. Carlton Sias, one of the 
library trustees, has ben untiring in 
his efforts to make them a success and 
has had the active co-operation of the 
librarian. The talks have been as fol- 
lows: ‘‘Soft Coal and Smoke Consump- 
tion,’’ by Prof. G. W. Bissell, head of 
the Engineering Department at Iowa 


State College at Ames; ‘‘Electricity ang | 
Its Uses,’’ by Austin Burt, Superintend. — 
ent of the Gas and Electric Company of © 
Waterloo; ‘‘Sheet Metal Work and Ma. 
chine Shop Practice,’’ J. G. Jones, ay 
expert machinist with the Iowa Dairy 
Separator Co.; ‘‘Manufacture and Useg — 
of Cement,’’ by Prof. A. Marston, ag 
engineer from Ames. 


No admission fee is charged for thege 
talks, and there has been an average 
attendance of between sixty and seventy- 
five, chiefly men engaged in the indug 
tries of the town. A marked increase ig 
shown in the demand for books on indug: 
trial subjects, and a number of new 
books have been purchased. The talks 
have been given in the East Side and 
West Side libraries alternate weeks. 

A series of four lectures on story-tell- 
ing and two story hours were given by ~ 
Miss Edna Lyman under the auspices 
of the Waterloo Library Board and the 
Woman’s Club, the object being to raise. 
the standard of reading among the chil- 
dren and inspire parents with higher 
ideals regarding the reading of their 
children. 

A library column is being furnished 
to the local papers by the librarian, Miss 
Duren, a recent issue of the Waterloo 
Reporter having a most interesting and 
comprehensive ‘‘Word About Our En- 
eyclopedias,’’ which presented in a read- 
able manner the special features of each 
of the encyclopedias in the two libraries. 

West Liberty — A Bird Club has been 
organized in connection with the public - 
library, and is under the direction of 
Miss Caroline McClun, one of the i- 
brary trustees, who has had a keen inter- 
est in the study of birds for several 
years. 

Woodbine — A Library Association 
has been actively engaged in building up 
a library for Woodbine the past year, 
funds being raised by subscription, en- 
tertainments, ete. About 800 volumes 
are now available, the library having the 
free use of the town hall. The members 
of the library board donate their ser- 
vices as librarians and the books are 
loaned ‘absolutely free. 
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.. BOOK EXCHANGE ..*. 





—— 


Pustic LIBRARY, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
(Miss Marjorie Graves, Librarian.) 


A. L. A. List of subject headings, ae 


ond edition 

Dewey. Library school rules, fourth 
edition 

Dewey. 
edition 

Kroeger. A. L. A. guide to the use of 
reference books 

Cutter-Sanborn author tables 

Dana. Library primer 

Library Journal, vols. 26-31, 1901-1906 
inclusive, the first four volumes bound, 
the last two unbound, all complete ex- 


Decimal classification, 


cept one index 5.00 


The above are all in good condition; som 
of them having been very little used, and 
are offered at half price or less. 


Pustic Liprary, Davenport, Iowa. 


(Miss Grace D. Rose, Librarian.) 


Cumulative book index, annual numbers 
for 1904 and 1905, and 1906 in three num- 


rs. 
neck Review digest, numbers for 1905 and 
1906. 
War of the Rebellion, records; 147 v. 

Paris Universal Exposition, 1878; report 
of the U. S. Commissioners; 5 v. 

U. S. International Exposition, 1876; re- 
ports; 9 v. 

Fur Seal Arbitration; proceedings of tri- 
bunal at Paris, 1893; 16 v. 


Cuitcore Pusiic Liprary, Washington, Iowa. 
(Miss Eva’G. Denny, Librarian.) 


Tourgee, A. W. A fool’s errand. 

Balzac, Honore de. Great man of the prov- 
inces in Paris. 

Balzac, Honore de. Catherine de Medici. 

Alden, Mrs. G. R. Chautauqua girls at 
home. 

Verne, Jules. Tigers and traitors. 

Verne, Jules. Demon of Cownpore. 

Carlyle, Thomas. Oliver Cromwell’s let- 
ters and speeches. Vol. 1. 

Green, A. K. Leavenworth case. 

Mackenzie, Robt. The nineteenth century. 

Mathews, William. Literary style and 
other essays. 

Oliphant, Mrs. Makers of Venice. 


Oliphant, Mrs. Makers of Florence. 

Pellew, George. John Jay. 

Froude, J. A. Short studies on great sub- 
jects. 

Higginson, T. W. Atmy life in a black 
regiment. 

Eggleston & Seelye. Pocahontas. 

Scudder, H. E. Noah Webster. 

Merivale, Chas. Roman triumvirates. 

Jessop, Augustus. Coming of the friars. 

Abbott, Jacob. Mary, Queen of Scots. 

Abbott, Jacob. History of King Richard 
the Second. 

Warner, C. D. Washington Irving. 

Taylor, Bayard. Japan in our day. 

Southey, Robert. Life of Nelson. 

Cox, G. W. Athenian empire. 

Cox, G. W. Greeks and the Persians. 


Iowa Liprary CoMMISSION, Des Moines. 
(Miss Alice 8. Tyler, Secretary.) 


The following complete volumes are now 

on hand in the periodical exchange: 
_ Arena, vols, 2, 31. 

Atlantic, vols. 16, 97, 98. 

Chautauquan, vols. 10, 12, 15, 16, 23, 25, 33. 

Cosmopolitan, vols. 13, 16-34. 

Century (Scribner’s monthly), old séries, 
— 10-15, 17-20, 23-25, 27-52, 55, 58-60, 62-64, 
66-70. 

Forum, vols. 15, 17, 20, 24-27. 

Harper’s, vols. 61-78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 87, 89, 
91, 94-96, 98-100, 108-113. 

McClure’s, vols. 6-25. 

Midland, vols. 1, 5, 8. 

Munsey, vols. 14-32. 

North American Review, vols. 133, 134, 148- - 
171, 182. 

Nineteenth Century, vols. 59, 60. 

Outlook, vols. 61-82. 

Popular Science monthly, vols. 1, 2, 4, 5-7, 
9-49. 

Review of Reviews, vols. 5-33. 

Scribner’s magazine, vols. 6, 19, 22-24, 26, 
27, 29, 30, 32-35. 

World’s Work, vols. 9, 10. 


Pustic Liprary, Monticello, Iowa. 
(Mrs. Amanda Hosford, Librarian.) 


Century magazine, 35 vols., unbound, old 
series, vols. 32-66; will sell or exchange. 


Pusiic Liprary, Iowa City, Iowa. 
(Miss Lorena N. Webber, Librarian.) 


Lathrop’s Life and Times of Samuel J. 
Kirkwood. 
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, ARTS AND CRAFTS ... 


A selected list of books and magazine articles. 





“Art is the expression of 
man’s pleasure in labor.” 


Arts and Crafts exhibition society. Essays. 

Bate, Percy. English pre-Raphaelite paint- 
ers. 

Cary, E. L. William Morris. 

Clarke, Allen. Effects of factory system. 

Crane, Walter. Claims of decorative art. 

Dopp, K. E. Place of industries in elemen- 
tary education. 

Lee, F. W. William Morris; poet, artist and 
socialist. 

Mackail, J. W. Life of William Morris. 2v. 

Morris, William. Art and beauty of the 
earth. 

Morris, William. Hopes and fears for art. 

Triggs, O. L. Chapters in the history of Arts 
and Crafts movement. 

Vallance, Aymer. Life and works of William 
Morris. 

West, Max. Revival of handicrafts in Amer- 
ica. (U. S. Bureau of Labor. Bulletin 
No. 55.) 

Periodicals. 

Arts and Crafts movement; nine articles 
by R. F. Zueblin; Chautauquan, Vols. 
36-37, Oct., 1902-Je., 1903. 

1. Pre-Raphaelites; the beginning of the 

Arts and Crafts movement. (Oct., 02.) 
2. Survey of Arts and Crafts in England. 
(Nov., 702.) 

3. Arts and Crafts movement in English 
letters. (Dec, ’02.) 

4. Economics of Arts and Crafts move- 
ment. (Ja., ’03.) 

5. Continental tendencies of the Arts and 
Crafts. (Feb., ’03.) 

6. Production of industrial art in America. 
Pt. 1. (Mar., 03.) 

7. Production of industrial art in America. 
Pt. 2. (Ap., ’03.) 

8. Education of producer and consumer. 
(My., ’03.) 

9. — of the Arts and Crafts. (Je., 

L’art nouveau; by A. D. F. Hamlin; Crafts- 
man, 3:129, Dec., 1902. 

L’art nouveau; by Jean Schapfler; Crafts- 
man, 4:229, Jl., 1903. 

Day in Surrey with William Morris; by 
Emma Lazarus; Century, 10:388, Jl., 
1886. 

William Morris; by Irene Sargent; Crafts- 

man, 1:1, Oct., 1901. 
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Cary; Critic, 41:194, Sept., 1902. 


William Morris; by W. Clark; New nee bi 


land Magazine, 3:740, Feb., 1891. 
Basketry. 


James, G. W. Indian basketry. ‘ 
White, Mary. How to make baskets. 


Beadwork. 
White, Mary. How to do beadwork. 


Bookbinding. 


Cockrell, Douglass. Bookbinding and care. 


of books. 
Zaehnsdorf, J. W. Bookbinding. 
Zahn, Otto. On art binding. 
Carving. Be 
Jack, George. Wood carving. 
Ceramics. 


Barber, E. A. Pottery and porcelain of | 


the United States. 
Binns, C. F. Story of the potter. 
Earle, A. M. China collecting in America, 
Hodgson, Mrs. Willoughby. How to iden- 
tify old china. 
Moore, N. H. Old china book. 
Young, J. J. Ceramic art. 
Embroidery. 
Day, L. F., & Buckle, Mary. Art in needle 
work. 
Furniture. 
Hayden, Arthur. Chats on old furniture 
Historical art furniture. (Portfolio of 
60 plates.) 
Moore, N. H. Old furniture book. 


House Interiors. 


Jennings, H. J. Our homes and how to — 


beautify them. 
Keeler, Charles. Simple home. 
Kellogg, A. M. Home furnishing, practical 
and artistic. 
Watson, R. M. Art of the house. 
Wharton, Edith, & Codman, Ogden. Dec 
oration of houses. ; 
Wheeler, Candace. Principles of home 
decoration. 
Lace. 
Goldenberg, S. L. Lace, ite vrigin and 
history. 
Metals. 
Moore, N. H. Old pewter, brass, copper 
and Sheffield plate. 
Rugs. 
Albee, H. R. Abnakee rugs. 
Ellwanger, W. D. Oriental rugs. 
Langton, M. B. Hew to know oriental 


rugs. 
Wheeler, C. How to make rugs. 
Stained Glass. 
Whall, C. W. Stained glass work. 
Teztiles. 
Ashenhurst, T. R. Designs in textiles. 
Stephenson, C., & Suddard, J. Ornamental 
design for woven fabrics. 
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*The Love of Books As a Basis For 
Librarianship. 
(Extracts from a paper read before the N. 
y. Library Association. ) 
By Arthur E. Bostwick, New York Public Library. 


Is the love of books a proper or neces- 
sary qualification for one who is to care 
for books and to see that they do the 
work for which they were made? First, 
let us ask a question or two. What is 
the love of books; and what is there in 
books that one may love? The same 
question might be asked and answered 
of the love of human beings; for between 
it and the love of books there are curious 
analogies. Of what, then, do man and 
book severally consist as objects of in- 
terest and affection? 

First of all there is the man himself, 
the ego, the soul—which can not indeed 
exist on this earth without its maternal 
embodiment, but which most of us realize 
is in some way. distinct from that em- 
bodiment. So the book has its soul. The 
ideas or facts that it sets forth, though 
dependent for their influence on the 
printed page, exist independently of that 
page and make the book what it is. 
Next we have the material embodiment; 
that without which the man or the book 
could not exist for us; which is a neces- 
sary part of him or it, but necessary 
only because it is the vehicle through 
which man or book may be known by 
the senses. The body of the book is thus 
se much, and only so much, of its ma- 
terial part, its paper and its ink, as is 
necessary to present the contents prop- 
erly to the eye. Lastly, we have the 
elothing of man and of book, having the 
function of protection or of decoration, 
or both ; in the case of the book the pro- 
tective cover, often highly decorated, 
and so much of interior elaboration as 
cannot be said to be strictly necessary 
to the presentation of the idea. The 
“body’’ and the clothing of the book, 
let it be noted, are not strictly sepa- 
rable as are those of the man. The line 
between them may be drawn in differ- 
ent places by different people. The same 
illustration, we will say, may be con- 


*[Reprinted from Library Journal, February, 1907.) 


sidered by one reader an absolutely nec- 
essary part of the book—an organ of its 
body—while to another it is but an orna- 
mental embellishment—a _ decorative 


gewgaw. In spite of this vagueness, how- 
ever, there is here an undeniable dis- 
tinction between those material parts of 
the book that are necessary to its exist- 
ence and those that merely embellish it 
or protect it. . 


The very existence of a library presup- 
poses a love of books. No one who had 
not an affection for the printed records 
of his race would care to possess them, 
much less to collect and preserve them. 
It would seem, then, that a love of 
books should be not only a qualification, 
but an absolute prerequisite for entrance 
upon librarianship. By inquiring how 
and why it has come to be regarded as a 
non-essential or as of secondary impor- 
tance; we may perhaps learn something. 

A young woman comes to me to ask 
for library work; and when I demand 
sternly, ‘‘Have you training or experi- 
ence?’’ she timidly answers, ‘‘No; but 
I’m very fond of books.’’ I smile; you 
all smile in like case. Why do we 
smile? What business have we to under- 
rate such a fundamental qualification 
and exalt above it mere technicalities? 
The ability to acquire these technicalities 
exists in ten persons where the ability 
to love books as they should be loved is 
found in one. If the love so avowed is 
real, even if it is only potential, not ac- 
tual, our feeling in its presence should 
be one of reverence, not amusement. It 
should prove the candidate fit, perhaps 
not for immediate appointment, but for 
preliminary training with a view to ap- 
pointment in the future. 

If it is real! Candor compels me to 
confess that, like some other avowals of 
love, that of a love for books does not 
always ring true. ‘‘What have you 
read?’’ I once asked one of the self- 
styled book-lovers. She fixed me with 
her eye and after a moment’s impressive 
pause she replied, ‘‘Deep Thonght!’’ I 
mentally marked her as a false lover. 
Proud parents relate how their progeny 
in childhood would rather peruse E. S. 
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eat—this as irrefragable proof of fitness 
for a library career. Consideration of 
cases like these makes us wonder whether 
the smile is so much out of the way 
after all. Does the true book-lover pub- 
liely announce her affection in the hope 
of gain? Does she not rather, like 
Shakespeare’s maid, ‘‘never tell her 
love?’’ It is to be feared that some of 
these people are confusing a love of 
books with a love of reading. They are 
not the same thing. Some persons enjoy 


the gentle mental exercise of letting a ° 


stream of more or less harmless ideas 
flow through their brains—continuously 
in and continuously out again—appre- 
hending them one after another in lazy 
fashion, and then dismissing them. The 
result is a degree of mental friction, but 
no permanent intellectual acquisition. 
How much of our own reading is of this 
kind I shudder to contemplate. Far be 
it from me to condemn it; it has its uses; 
it is an excellent cure for wakefulness 
after a busy day; but it no more indi- 
cates or stimulates a love for books than 
shaking hands with a thousand callers 
makes it possible for the Governor or the 
President to claim them all as intimate 
friends. 

A real love for books, after all, is be- 
traved rather than announced; it shows 
itself in the chance remark, the careless 
action, just as another kind of love may 
show itself in a glance or a word. 

I believe this to be the reason why a 
love for books is so little considered 
among the modern qualifications of li- 
brarianship; it appears in acts, not in 
words; it cannot be ascertained by ask- 
ing questions. He who protests that he 
has it must needs be an object of sus- 
picion. And yet I. venture to say that 
if any librarian has made a conspicuous 
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love of books. This I assert to be 
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To be good, work must be ungrudging, 
And though other things than love for 
one’s task may make one willing to dg @ 
it and able to do it well, intelligent in. ~ 


terest is always a prime factor in secur. 
ing the best results. 


Township Use of Libraries. 


The law passed by the Thirty-first — 


General Assembly regarding the exten. 


sion of library privileges to residents 
outside the limits of the town or city, — 
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was found to be inoperative on account — 


of a clause (not in the original bill), 
which made the conditions too difficult, 
That staunch friend of libraries, Senator 
Ericson, therefore, secured an amend- 
ment to this, by the recent Thirty-second 


General Assembly, removing the neces. % 


sity of securing a ‘‘petition of a ma 
jority of the resident freeholders.’’ It 


is hoped that some of the libraries of — 


the State may take advantage of the 
provisions of the law this spring, as 
several have been interested in the idea. 
The time was short between securing the 
adjustment of the law and the time of 
the April meeting of the township trus- 
tees, but it is hoped that some of our 
library boards moved promptly in the 
matter. 

Senator Ericson also secured an 
amendment to the library law authoriz- 
ing library trustees to co-operate with 
local historical associations and to pro- 
vide room and equipment for preserving 
local history material. 

















